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1.  Surf the web and identify a personal, organization/topical, and commercial Web site that impress you in a positive manner. Print the home page of each Web site, identifying the URL. Discuss what impressed you about the Web sites by responding to the following:

a. Describe the design elements

b. Identify the information of value you found explaining how it was presented—for example as photos, videos, text, or sound.

c. Rate the ease of finding the information.

d. Explain what would encourage you to make a return visit to each Web site.

Personal Web site—http://www.private-art.com/ 

a. There are textual and graphical links to letters and images of actual letters written.

b. This site incorporates text, photos, and images to create a unique Web site.

c. Information is found easily by clicking on either the calendar, links, or images provided.

d. This is a tribute Web site to the 86th Chemical Mortar Battalion in World War II. I came across this site and found it to be quite interesting and moving. It contains text of actual letters written to and from Private Arthur Pranger.  His wife and other family members designed it to show others what a soldier’s life was like in the War. Images of the original documents can be found at this site as well, making it more authentic and interesting. It gives you an inside look at history and what was going on during the War. I would make a return visit to this site to read all of the letters.

Organization/topical Web site—http://www.usability.gov/guidelines/
a. The Web site is clear and easy to read with few fonts used. It is not cluttered and the links are organized in a table. It is simple and useful. 

b. I found this text-based Web site to be extremely helpful. It is located on our textbook’s web site as well as a Web Trip for this lesson. There are several links to informative Web designing tips and idea provided. This text is valuable to me being a student especially, I am eager to learn everything I can about effective Web site design.

c. It is very easy to find information on this Web site because the links are organized by topic. What is nice is that there are several links to be found under certain topics, providing even more information.

d. I have already made several return visits to this Web site. I have explored every single link and plan to visit them again and take notes! Usability.gov provides useful information for Web site designers of any level.

Commercial Web site—http://www.epscorp.com 

a. A splash page is used with a Flash animation. This appears before the home page loads and the user has the option to skip the animation. Clear fonts are used throughout the Web site and the text is descriptive but kept to a minimum. There are graphics to accompany the text.

b. This Web site among many things describes services offered, branches of the company, and offers customer support.

c. Information is easy to find on this Web site.  Categories are arranged in drop down menus on the navigation bar as well as on the left side of the pages. Contact information is easy to find as well.

d. I have made several return visits to this Web site, from several different computers as well as from my Pocket PC. Since I am an employee of this company, I can login to my email account from the home page. It is quick to load and gives me access to information I need.

2. Access the Web and utilize first a search engine and then an online directory to locate Web sites related to Web design.  List the URLs of five Web sites you review. Identify what you consider to be the most informative Web design Web site, the reason you believe the Web site was enlightening, and any useful resources provided.

I found several useful Web sites related to Web design in my search.  The Web sites I found are:

http://www.coolhomepages.com/Link/ -- provides well-designed sites as examples as well as links for design resources and tutorials.

http://www.oddcast.com/sitepal2/ --unique characters that you can program to say virtually anything, I had never seen this before and thought it was a fun feature.

http://www.mardiros.net/accessible-web-design.html--provides useful tutorials and examples.

http://www.flashkit.com/tutorials/ --provides useful tutorials and examples.

http://www.wpdfd.com/ -- designed by designers for designers with useful articles and resources.

Another Web site I found is http://hotwired.lycos.com/webmonkey/. I like it the best because it provides tutorials and links for Web designers of any level.  There are several tutorials and lessons that clearly explain a variety of topics related to designing Web sites.  The lessons provide examples and are fun and informative. The information on this site is always being updated and added to.  It is an excellent resource.

