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COMPLETE YOUR MIDTERM PROJECT
For the midterm project; you will answer the following essay questions. Each answer should be at least 200 words in length. You may refer to your textbook and other outside sources, such as websites, when writing your responses.
1. What are the three areas that need to be researched before you can begin developing a website? In what ways can a search engine help in this research? Use two different search engines to research a topic in one of these areas (be sure to give the URL for each search engine). Compare the two search engines and the results you received from each. Did the search engines make it easier to focus your research? Why or why not? Did one search engine give better results? Explain. 
One area that needs to be researched before developing a Web site is how to develop a Web site that stands out.  This can be researched by visiting other sites and recording what is appealing and useful.  Noting how the information is presented is also important. By using a combination of text, graphics, and multimedia, an effective site that visitors may return to often, can undoubtedly be designed. Another area that needs to be researched before developing a Web site is how to identify the audience.  This can be done by researching demographics of an area. By using search engines, a designer can research a topic and discover typical visitors of a particular site to target their audience and then gear their information towards that group. Another area that needs to be researched before developing a Web site is what new Web technology should be incorporated.  Cost is an important factor at this stage. Will utilizing this particular type of technology with the Web site be cost-effective? Will it help to create enough appeal for visitors to return to the site? These are important things to consider and research before designing a Web site.

One critical topic in these areas is visiting other sites to make note of what is appealing and useful.  First you need to choose a research area, for example, making a Web site stand out. Yahoo, www.yahoo.com, provided links to books that could be purchased, companies that design Web sites, and several links to informative Web pages such as http://www.mardiros.net/design-guidelines.html which provided several tips on effective Web design.

Ask Jeeves at www.ask.com provided links to Web sites that offered services to assist people with designing Web sites as well as provide publishing services. SpinSite, http://www.spinsite.com/ is one site that provides such services.

I feel Yahoo provided a wider variety of informative, topical links for this subject.

2. Identify the characteristics of effectively written Web content. Search the Web for a website that, in your opinion, didn't adequately prepare its written content for a Web environment and audience. Select a page from the website and rewrite its content applying the guidelines for writing effective Web content presented in Lesson 2. Be sure to include the URL for the Web page you are rewriting. 

 
Effectively written Web content has several characteristics.  Web content should always be accurate, reliable, and current. Making sure there are no typographical or grammatical errors is essential. The information can be presented in paragraphs or in “chunks”.  Chunking the text allows it to be more scannable. By using different sized fonts and colors for headings and text, users can easily see where specific information is located on the page. Arranging the text in concise paragraphs makes it easier for the eye to follow. Using the inverted pyramid as a guideline is critical for creating text that is comprehensible.

A Web site that doesn’t seem to have adequately prepared content adhering to the above characteristics is http://www.legalinfosysinc.com/. This Web site is hard on the eyes and excessively colorful. Some links are difficult to see because of the table borders. It is also difficult to tell what this Web site is about; it looks like a big advertisement.

I would rethink the colors and use a more neutral background and separate the information in a different manner so it would look less sloppy. I would organize it more topically and maybe put their information more near the top of the page so visitors would know what is being offered on this site and by who.

3. Discuss the functions of a homepage, a splash page, and a secondary page. What are the characteristics of an effective homepage? Cite an example from the Web of a homepage that you feel is effective. Explain why you feel this homepage is an effective one. Be sure to include the URL for the homepage you use as an example. 

 
The function of a home page is to provide basic information to visitors regarding the Web site and what it is about. This page will provide an introduction to the Web site and should contain information one would find in a book’s title page and table of contents.  This will help to ensure visitors know what the site is about and what they can expect to find while navigating its pages. 
 
The function of a splash page is to gain the visitor’s attention and make them more interested in the Web site. A splash page usually has interesting and dramatic graphical elements, which very often includes animation. It is important to include a “skip” option for those visitors who wish to get right to the home page.

 
The function of a secondary page is to tie the Web site together and create unity throughout the Web site. Secondary pages of a Web site typically contain a logo and/or link to the home page of the site.  This is important so visitors know which Web site they are visiting and can access that site’s home page if needed for further navigation through it.

 
An effective home page on the Web is at the WeightWatchers’ Web site, http://www.weightwatchers.com/index.aspx. I find this to be an effective home page because it offers a lot of information about the company, the plans, and new information is constantly added and updated. For people following the program, this is critical. As a member of WeightWatchers, I return to this site several times a day for information and ideas. Certain members subscribe to eTools, and can access that section from here as well.  The information on this page is nicely organized and easy to understand.  It is updated daily to include new recipes, featured members, articles, and current events.  This site offers a wealth of health information for members as well as non-members.
4. What are the guidelines that need to be followed in order to create an effective, well-designed navigational system in a website? Search the Web and find a website that, in your opinion, has an effective navigational system. Explain why you find the navigational system to be effective. Be sure to include the website’s URL. 
 
An effective navigational system should be user-based and user-controlled.  By making sure that navigation adheres to this, visitors will most likely feel comfortable viewing the Web site and, as a result, make return visits.  User-based navigation provides visitors with options regarding the order in which they will visit the pages of the site. This gives them freedom to visit links that pertain to information they are seeking. User-controlled navigation provides options for navigation using various elements such as textual links, graphical links, buttons, and menus. Both of these options should provide a pleasant experience for visitors providing further reason for return visits.

 
A Web site that has an effective navigational system is MSNBC’s Web site at, http://www.msnbc.msn.com/.  This Web site has an effective navigational system because it allows visitors to travel through the site with freedom and access only the news articles they are interested in. A navigation pane at the left provides links to groups of secondary pages. For example, clicking on the Entertainment link opens the Entertainment page while the navigation pane provides a list of other entertainment-related links. This sub-list is located at the top of the navigation bar and changes in accordance with the topic chosen. 

References

http://www.ask.com visited on November 9, 2005.

http://www.legalinfosysinc.com/ visited on November 9, 2005.

http://www.mardiros.net/design-guidelines.html visited on November 9, 2005.

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/ visited on November 4, 2005.
Shelly G., Cashman T., and Kosteba L. (2002) Web Design Thomson Course Technology.

http://www.spinsite.com/ visited on November 9, 2005.
http://www.weightwatchers.com/index.aspx visited on November 2, 2005.
http://www.yahoo.com visited on November 9, 2005.

